HIBBING COMMUNITY COLLEGE

COURSE OUTLINE
COURSE TITLE & NUMBER:  Marriage and the Family:  SOC 1400 
CREDITS:  3  (Lec 3/Lab 0)

PREREQUISITES:  None
CATALOG DESCRIPTION:

Marriage and the Family is the study of various patterns of marriage and family throughout U.S. history.  Dating, sexuality, divorce, remarriage, and alternatives to traditional marriage and families are examined.  Special attention is given to the impacts of class, race, and gender on marital relations.
OUTLINE OF MAJOR CONTENT AREAS:

I.
The context of intimacy
A.
American myths and dreams
B.
Diversity in families

C.
Theoretical perspectives
D.
Gender roles in marriage

E.
Sexuality in American society

II.
Seeking intimate relationships
A.
Getting to know someone else
B.
Getting involved/falling in love
C.
Selecting a life partner
D.
The single option

III.
The intimate couple
A.
Getting married
B.
The challenge of communication
C.
Power and conflict

D.
Work and home

IV.
Intimacy in families
A.
Becoming a parent
B.
The family life cycle
C.
Family life as management

V.
Challenges to intimacy
A.
Family crises
B.
Separation and divorce
C.
Remarriage and stepfamilies
COURSE GOALS/OBJECTIVES/OUTCOMES:

The student will

1.
define and discuss the various forms of marriages and families with special attention to the diversity of marriage and family today.

2.
describe the many myths that have shaped our views of marriages and families.

3.
identify the many historic changes to the institutions of marriage and family.

4.
describe the various methods used in studying marriages and families.

5.
analyze theoretical perspectives.

6.
identify traditional gender roles and how they are changing.

7.
list and evaluate the consequences of gender stereotyping.

8.
identify the theories of love.

9.
detail the individual and cultural factors that serve as obstacles to love.

10.
critique mate selection from historical and contemporary perspectives.

11.
analyze the impact on dating behavior of race, gender, and social class.

12.
identify and discuss the major theories of mate selection.

13.
analyze singlehood in America from the early settlers to the present time.

14.
examine heterosexual, homosexual, and communal living as alternatives to traditional marriages.

15.
describe the meaning of marriage from both emotional and legal perspectives.

16.
explain the relationship between gender and marital satisfaction.

17.
describe fertility trends in the United States.

18.
outline the costs and rewards of being a parent.

19.
analyze the impact of work on family relationships.

20.
examine family violence from historical and cross-cultural perspectives.

21.
investigate the prevalence of domestic violence.

22.
identify major causes and impacts of divorce.

23.
describe remarriage from historical and contemporary perspectives and its impact on spouses and children.

24.
predict major changes and family-related problems in the next century.

Mn TRANSFER CURRICULUM:
History and the Behavorial Sciences 
Human Diversity 

HCC COMPETENCIES MET: 

Communicating Clearly & Effectively, Social / Civic Responsibility
STUDENT CONTRIBUTIONS:

Students will
1.
attend class regularly.
2.
exhibit appropriate classroom behavior.

3.
read all assigned material on a timely basis.

4.
contribute to classroom discussion.

5.
complete quizzes.

6.
take written exams on scheduled dates.
To request disability accommodations, please contact Disability Services.

Students are encouraged to discuss their individual needs with the instructor.
METHODS FOR EVALUATING STUDENT LEARNING:

Students will be evaluated by a series of examinations with objective and essay questions, as well as random quizzes.
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