HIBBING COMMUNITY COLLEGE

COURSE OUTLINE

COURSE TITLE & NUMBER:  Death, Dying, and Bereavement:  GERO 1080
CREDITS:  2       (Lec 2/ Lab 0)
PREREQUISITES:  None
CATALOG DESCRIPTION:  
Death, Dying, and Bereavement provides an understanding of the social process of death and dying, both in terms of ones own death and that of others. Includes approaches to meet the end-of-life needs of older adults.
OUTLINE OF MAJOR CONTENT AREAS:
I.    The Context of Dying


A.  Perspectives on death and life after death


B.  Suicide and suicide prevention

II.   The Dying Process

A. Living with dying/dying with dignity
B. Palliative care

C. Hospice care

D. Compassion fatigue

E. Passive/active euthanasia

F. Advance directives
III.   Bereavement, Grief, and Mourning Rituals

A. Bereavement and the grief process

B. Cross cultural grief practices

C. Funerals and alternatives to funerals

IV.   Widowhood

A. Gender differences in widowhood

B. The death of siblings and friends

COURSE GOALS/OBJECTIVES/OUTCOMES:
Students will
1. examine attitudes towards death in Western societies.

2.
identify end-of-life issues in the elderly.
3. describe the dying process and its meaning to the dying person.
4. define palliative care and pain management for the care of the dying.
5. explain the services provided by the hospice interdisciplinary team.
6. discuss the role of the caregiver caring for the dying client.
7. recognize the complex ethical, medical and legal issues raised by whether to continue life-sustaining technologies.
8. compare and contrast different cultural views on death, dying, grieving and funeral practices.
9. discuss the experience of widowhood.

MNTC GOALS AND COMPETENCIES MET:
Not Applicable

HCC COMPETENCIES:
Working Productively & Cooperatively

Thinking Creatively & Critically

Communicating Clearly & Effectively

STUDENT CONTRIBUTIONS:
Students will

1. attend class regularly.
2. exhibit appropriate classroom behavior.
3. participate in all classroom activities.
4. complete required assignments.
5. complete exams assigned.
METHODS FOR EVALUATING AND LEARNING:  
A variety of methods will be used and may include: unit exams, written assignments and case studies.
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